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WELCOME PARENTS & STUDENTS 
 

As an 8th grader in Harford County, you have more choices than ever 
as you prepare to enter high school. 
 
The Magnet & Technical Program video offers introductory, yet     
critical, information about the options you have for high school studies 
including: 
 
 

• Information Technology Oracle Academy 
   Havre De Grace High School 
 

• Natural Resources and Agricultural Sciences  
 North Harford High School 
 

• Pathways in Technology Early College High School (P-Tech) 
   Joppatowne High School 
 

• Science and Mathematics Academy  
   Aberdeen High School 
 

• Global Studies International Baccalaureate 
   Edgewood High School 
  

• Teacher Academy of Maryland 
 Harford Technical High School & Edgewood High School 
 

• Trades and Industry Programs 
    Harford Technical High School 

 

Explore your options to determine which program is right for you. 
 
Mr. Robert Limpert, Supervisor Magnet & CTE Programs  
Robert.Limpert@hcsp.org  410-588-5244 

The Board of Education of Harford County does not discriminate on the basis of age, ancestry/national origin, color, disability, pregnancy, 
gender identity/expression, marital status, race, religion, sex, or sexual orientation in matters affecting employment or in providing access to 
programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. 
In accordance with the requirements of Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (20 U.S.C. §1681, et seq.), Harford County Public 
Schools does not discriminate on the basis of sex in any of its programs or activities or with regard to employment.  Inquiries about the 
application of Title IX, and its implementing regulations to Harford County Public Schools may be referred to Dr. Paula Stanton, Harford 
County Public Schools Title IX Coordinator, by mail to 102 S. Hickory Avenue, Bel Air, Maryland 21014, or by telephone to 410-809-6064 or by 
email to Paula.Stanton@hcps.org, or the Assistant Secretary for the Office of Civil Rights in the United States Department of Education by 
mail to 400 Maryland Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20202 or by telephone 1-800-421-3481, or both. 
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BY THE NUMBERS 
 
This chart indicates the average number of applicants each year 
alongside the average number of students accepted into each        
program. 
 
If offered admission to any programs, please notify program specialists 
as soon as possible of your choice so those placed on the waiting list 
can be notified of the change in their admission statuses. 
 
Remember, each program is a 4-year commitment. Due to capacity 
limitations and program requirements, students cannot change       
programs. If a student no longer wishes to participate in a Magnet or 
Technical program, he/she will withdrawal and return to his/her      
community school.  

Program Applicants Accepted 

Information Technology 
Oracle Academy  

115 50 

Natural Resources and 
Agricultural Sciences  

150 100 (25 per strand) 

Pathways in Technology 
Early College High 
School 

120 30 

Science and Mathematics 
Academy  

250 55 

Global Studies and Inter-
national Baccalaureate  

200 55 

Harford Technical High 
School 

750 270 (Varies by program) 

Teacher Academy of  
Maryland 

120 (projected) 90 (projected) 
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OPEN HOUSES 
 
Open House provides an in-depth look at the specific programs offered in a 
school.  You will learn more about the curriculum, meet teachers, students, and 
parents currently involved with the Magnet Program, and tour the school facili-
ties.  Please direct all questions   regarding Open House events to the appro-
priate Program  Specialists listed on page 4 of this booklet. 
 
This year, Open Houses will be conducted at the following times. Please note: 
Open House events would be offered in a virtual format for the 2021-22 school 
year. Please see program specific information below 
 

Science and Mathematics Academy  
Aberdeen High School  
Teams Live event Link 
October 21, 2021 6:30 pm—7:30 pm  

 
Natural Resources and Agricultural Sciences  
North Harford High School 
Teams Live event Link  
October 26, 2021 6:30 pm—7:30 pm  

 
Global Studies and International Baccalaureate  
Edgewood High School 
Teams Live event Link 
October 25, 2021 6:30 pm—7:30 pm  

 
Information Technology Oracle Academy  
Havre de Grace High School 
Teams Live event Link 
October 27, 2021 6:30 pm—7:30 pm  

 
Trades and Industry Programs 
Harford Technical High School 
Teams  Live event Link 
October 28, 2021 6:30 pm—7:30 pm  

 
Pathways in Technology Early College High School 
Joppatowne High School 
Teams Live event Link 
November 2, 2021 6:30 pm—7:30 pm 

 
Teacher Academy of Maryland 
Teams Live event Link 
November 4, 2021 6:30 pm—7:30 pm  

 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_MjIyN2FlNmEtZTkxMS00MzgzLTgwOWEtN2RlZDI2MTA1MjU2%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522c1f6ac53-6b77-
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_MWNjMTIwMGYtMjNmZi00ZDg0LWIyOGYtOWVlMmZkN2YwMTk0%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522c1f6ac53-6b77-
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_ZmMxMmYwZTUtYzZjOC00NzNkLTkwYmItNzZjMDk4YzY2Mzk0%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522c1f6ac53-6b77-
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_YTczOWMwZTEtMGZhOC00ZmIzLWFjNzItYjU0ZDhkNDI1MTRh%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522c1f6ac53-6b77-
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_OGFkMWQxNTctYTFiYS00MTQwLWE0MWYtYzNiOTk2MDFlZGIx%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522c1f6ac53-6b77-
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_Y2MwOWNiNTgtOTdhNS00YjI1LTkzM2ItODdjMGRiMWNmOTI5%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522c1f6ac53-6b77-
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YTNjNjczYmQtMTY4Mi00ZWI4LThkYzYtZjZiMDJiNGM1ODZh%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22c1f6ac53-6b77-4db5-9472-4f104eeac96a%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22d56fcfc4-b05e-49c7-8ecb-420eeb90dafa%22%2c%22IsBroadcas
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APPLICATION INFORMATION  
 

Applications will be available online at www.hcps.org  
 

TIMELINE 
October 20 - December 1  Online Applications   
January - February 2022  Evaluation of candidates 
March 2022    Notification sent to all applicants 
 
 

Information Technology Oracle Academy (ITOA) 
Havre de Grace High School Program Specialist: Robert Scott 
445 Lewis Lane   Robert.Scott@hcps.org 
Havre de Grace, MD  21078 Principal: Mr. Richard Jester  
410-939-6600 
 
Natural Resources and Agricultural Sciences (NRAS) 
North Harford High School Program Specialist: Greg Murrell  
211 Pylesville Road  Gregory.Murrell@hcps.org  
Pylesville, MD 21132  Principal: Mr. Brian Pawlicki 
410-638-3650  
 
Pathways in Technology Early College High School (P-Tech) 
Joppatowne High School  Program Specialist: Shomari Zachary 
555 Joppa Farm Road  Shomari.Zachary@hcps.org 
Joppa, MD  21085  Principal: Ms. Pamela Zeigler 
410-612-1510 
 
  

Science and Mathematics Academy (SMA) 
Aberdeen High School  Program Specialist: Sarah Ashley 
251 Paradise Road  Sarah.Ashley@hcps.org   
Aberdeen, MD 21001  Principal: Mr. Michael Quigg 
410-273-5500  
 
Global Studies and International Baccalaureate (GSIB) 
Teacher Academy of Maryland 
Edgewood High School  IB Program Specialist:  Laura Childs 
2415 Willoughby Beach Road Jamie.Childs@hcps.org 
Edgewood, MD  21040   TAM Program Specialist: Alissa Thomas 
410-612-1500   Alissa.Thomas@hcps.org 
    Principal: Mr. Kilo Mack 
 
 

Harford Technical High School (HTHS) 
200 Thomas Run Road  Program Specialist: Jeanne Donlick 
Bel Air, MD  21015  Jeanne.Donlick@hcps.org 
410-638-3804   Principal: Mr. Jim Reynolds 
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7. TEACHER ENDORSEMENTS  

    HCPS students will be asked to select teachers from a pull down menu. If 

two teachers are given, choose one.   

• Regardless of program choice, each of your teachers will only 

need to complete one endorsement form. 

• Once your teacher has submitted an endorsement, it is          

applicable for all programs. 

• Non-HCPS students must include 3 teachers emails into the  

portal. 

8. Next, you will be asked to submit your ACTIVITY LIST.  This can be done 

now or at a later time, but NOT later than December 1, 2021. Your           

application will not be considered until this step is completed. 

• This list only needs to be submitted once and is active for all   

programs to which you apply. 

• Please provide information including clubs, sports, volunteer 

work, hobbies, and interests in the form of a BULLETED LIST. 

• Once you submit your Activity List, you cannot make            

changes to it. 

9. All programs will ask you to write an essay. You may complete this now, or 

at a later time, but NOT later than December 1, 2021.   

• Your application will not be considered until this step is          

completed. 

• Once you submit your essay, you cannot make changes to it. 

• Student essays that do not demonstrate interest in the program 

of their choice will not be considered for admission. 

 

10. Click “Submit Application.”  You may return to the Home Page to  apply 

to another program. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES: 

*You can log into your account any time until December 1st to review your       

application. 

*Within your account, there is an area for you to withdraw your application to a 

particular program if you change your mind. 

* Remember to contact your school counselor if you need additional assistance. 

 

http://www.hcps.org/
mailto:gregory.murrell@hcps.org
mailto:Shomari.Zachary@hcps.org
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GUIDE TO THE ONLINE APPLICATION 

Applications will be available at www.hcps.org October 20, 2021. 
 
1. Go to www.hcps.org 

 On the left side of the screen, click on Schools > Magnet Programs > 
Application or visit  

               www.hcps.org/magnetprograms/ 

 First time users - “Click Here to Register” 

 

2. Choose your middle school from the pull down menu or “other” if you are not 
currently a student in Harford County Public Schools. 

• Complete the required information to setup your account. 

• Double-check your typing to ensure 100% accuracy. 

• An email will arrive with your temporary password. 

• You will be sent back to the main log on screen to continue. 

• Log on with your ID and temporary password  - you will be prompt-
ed to change your password to something you can easily            
remember.  You will need this information to log into your account 
at any time in the future, 

 

3. Once you have all the information you need, click “To Apply for Admission to 
a Magnet and Technical Program.” 

 

4. Read the Application Policy with your parent/guardian.  Both statements at 
the end must be checked before you can continue. 

 

5. For HCPS students, your information will appear.  If everything is correct, 
click “Continue Application.”  If you need to make corrections, click “Edit my 
Information.” 

    For non-HCPS students, please enter all requested information. 

 

6. You may apply to a maximum of 3 HCPS magnet programs.  Each           
application must be completed individually. Note: 

• For Harford Technical High School- choose ONE technical     
program. 

• For Natural Resources Animal Science - choose your pathways 
in order of preference. 
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ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

These minimum requirements are evaluated during initial screenings of 
each program applicant. Each program uses additional evaluation 
methods during the months of January and February. Applicants will 
receive further communication from each Program Specialist,            
as appropriate, to indicate offer/acceptance status. 
 
1. Academic achievement in middle school, to include 

• Grades 
• Standardized test scores 
• Reading Index  
 

2. Demonstrated interest and motivation for learning 
• Report card comments 
• Teacher endorsements  
• School and community involvement (Activity List) 
 

3. Written communication skills and essay component  
 

Additional, program-specific requirements 
 

Natural Resources and Agricultural Sciences and  

Information Technology Oracle Academy 

Teacher Academy of Maryland 
• Algebra 1 recommended, not required. 

 

Pathways in Technology Early College High School 

• Open lottery  

 

Science and Mathematics Academy 

• Successful completion of Algebra 1 and *Geometry (summer 
school offered) prior to entering the program. 

   

Global Studies/International Baccalaureate 

• Successful completion of Algebra1 prior to entering program. 

• Strongly recommend successful completion of Geometry. 
*Geometry can be taken in the summer prior to ninth grade. 

 

Harford Technical High School 

• 50% of students on merit, 50% of students open lottery 

• Academy of Health Professions, Computer Aided Drafting 
and Design and IT Networking successful completion of    
Algebra 1 prior to entering the program. 

. 

 

http://www.hcps.org/
http://www.hcps.org/
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

1. Where should I turn in my application? 
 

• Applications for all students are submitted online. 

• For non-HCPS students, middle school transcripts and test scores must be 
sent to the Program Specialist at each program to which you apply.   

• If moving, you must be a resident of Harford County when school starts.  
Proof of residency is required when registering. 

 

2. What about teacher endorsement forms ? 
 

• For HCPS students, this process is completed electronically.   

• For non-HCPS students, students must download teacher  endorsement 
forms and emailed to current middle school teachers (as noted on the 
form).  Completed endorsements should be emailed to the appropriate 
Program Specialist for each program. Email information for each Program 
Specialist is on page 4 of this booklet. 

  
  

3. Can I fax my application or letters of recommendation?   No. 
 

4. Can I apply to more than one magnet program? 
 

Yes, you may apply to a maximum of 3 programs.  *You may apply to only one 
program at Harford Technical High School; multiple applications to different 
technical programs, from the same student, are not accepted. 
 

5. How do I know if my application was received? 
 

Please note each communication from Harford County Public Schools and 
Program Specialists, will come to you via EMAIL.  
 

• Initial acknowledgment for receipt of application;  

• Periodic updates regarding evaluation and screening; 

• Notifications regarding further assessment/testing; and 

• Notification of admission status throughout the admissions process. 
 

Notifications will be sent to the email addresses provided on the application. To 
ensure you receive these communications, set your email to accept            
correspondence from webmaster@hcps.org, as well as  messages from the 
Program Specialist(s) noted on pages 3 & 4 of this booklet.  This will prevent 
your SPAM filter from automatically deleting these emails. 
 

6. How will I find out about transportation? 
Please visit http://www.hcps.org/departments/operations/transportation.aspx  for 

the most current transportation information. 
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7. Can I still be involved in sports, drama, music, and extracurricu-

lars? 
 
Yes, you have the opportunity to participate in any and all activities     
offered at your Magnet or Technical school. 
 
 
8.  What if I have not been enrolled in Harford County Public School 

for ALL or part of grades 6, 7, and/or 8? 
 
Parent(s) will send all transcript information from the school/setting     
outside of HCPS directly to the appropriate Program Specialist(s). 
 
9. I receive accommodations through an IEP or 504 Plan. Am I eligi-

ble to apply for HCPS magnet and technical programs? 
 
It is the policy of HCPS to afford equal opportunity in education to all    
students.  Students receiving Special Education services or who have a 
504 Plan are given the same consideration in the selection process as all 
other students. 
 
10.  I am on Home/Hospital teaching. Am I eligible for HCPS magnet 
and technical programs?  
 
You may still apply by choosing your assigned middle school.  
 
11. I need help with the application process.  Where can I get help? 

 
Refer to our “Guide to the Online Application” on the next page, contact 
your School Counselor, or the appropriate Program Specialist. 
 
12. What if I change my mind and want to withdraw my application to 

a program? 
 
This can be completed online through the application website. 
 
13. If I am accepted and end up not liking the program, can I switch?  
 
Due to seat capacity and programmatic requirements, students are not 
permitted to change magnet programs, but may elect to discontinue the 
program and return to their community schools. Magnet and Technical 
Programs are a 4-year commitment.  
 
 
 
 

 

 


